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Me – some background 
• Currently – director of Digital Curation Centre 
– Focus on digital curation of research materials 
2015-01-16 
Kevin Ashley – RECODE Workshop Athens -  CC-BY 
2 
My home – the DCC 
• Mission – to 
increase capability 
and capacity for 
research data 
services in UK 
institutions 
• Not just a UK 
problem – an 
international one 
• Training, shared 
services, guidance, 
policy, standards, 
futures 
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Me – some background 
• Currently – director of Digital Curation Centre 
– Focus on digital curation of research materials 
• Initially – software/systems in clinical research 
– Frequently rescuing old data 
• 1997-2010 Head of ULCC Digital Archives 
Group 
– First online access to archived government 
datasets by a national archive 
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NDAD – National Digital Archive of 
Datasets 
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NDAD – National Digital Archive of 
Datasets 
• Archivists & data 
specialists, liaising directly 
with government 
departments & contractors 
• Documentation, software 
critical 
• Data as a record – not as 
‘truth’ 
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An aside – purpose, context of a data 
archive is important 
• PSI – “this is the data we have now” (may be 
incomplete; subject to change) 
• National Archive – “this is the data the 
government used” (may be inaccurate; will not 
change) 
• Research publication – “this is the data we used 
for this paper” (may be wrong; should not 
change) 
• Data bank – “This is the best data available now” 
(may be old; should change) 
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Full of interest! 
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The Company Accounts Database 
Excuses not to share – much the same 
• “People will ask questions” 
– So use a data centre or repository 
• “It will be misinterpreted” 
– Stuff happens. Also, openness encourages correction 
• “It’s not interesting” 
– Let others be the judge – your noise is my signal 
• “I might get another paper out of it” 
– Up to a point. We might get more research out of it 
• “I don’t have permission” 
– A real problem. But solvable at senior level 
• “It’s too bad/complicated” –see above 
• “It’s not a priority” 
– Unfortunately, funders are making it so. But if you looked at the 
evidence, it would be your priority as well 
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See e.g. Carly Strasser’s blog: 
http://datapub.cdlib.org/2013/04/24/closed-data-excuses-excuses/ 
Research Data   vs   Government Data 
• Collected by those who 
will use it (often) 
• Often used just once (if at 
all) 
• Expensive to create 
• Hard to find 
• Poorly documented 
• Easily lost 
• Often connected to 
publication 
• Little regulatory 
framework 
• Collected by those who 
will use it (often) 
• Often used continuously 
• Expensive to create 
• Hard to find 
• Poorly documented 
• Easily lost 
• Rarely connected to 
publication 
• Significant regulatory 
framework 
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Types of government data 
• Collected to support an administrative or 
regulatory function 
• Collected to answer a specific research 
question 
– Collection, analysis often contracted out 
• Created as a reference source 
– Administrative & research functions 
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What we got 
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REFERENCE DATA ADMIN DATA ONE-OFF DATA 
What we got… 
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Potential reuse 
• By other parts of government – or other 
governments 
• By journalists 
• By the public 
• By historians 
• In academic and commercial research 
• In education 
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Potential gains from research data 
sharing 
• Research quality 
– How close can we get to 
the truth? 
• Research speed 
– How quickly can we get 
to the truth? 
• Research finance 
– How much does the 
truth cost? 
• Improving one or more 
of these is of interest to 
all actors: 
• Researchers as data 
creators 
• Researchers as data 
reusers 
• Research institutions 
• Funders – hence 
government and society 
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The story of Metropolitan Police Data 
• Crime information is accessible to all on the 
web – from a system called CRIS 
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If you don’t like pictures, you can 
have numbers 
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Now vs 1997 
• CRDA/1 (now MEPO 36) – first dataset 
acquired by NDAD 
• From retired system ME – predecessor to CRIS 
• An administrative system – documenting 
workload 
• E.g. records time of crime, time reported to 
police and date entered into system 
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Interpretation could be harder… 
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Legislative context 
• No Freedom Of Information Act  
• No PSI regulations 
• Crown Copyright rigorously enforced 
• Data Protection Act in force 
• Yet – we got & made available the whole thing 
• One record per reported crime – 8 years of 
detailed information for London 
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We thought selection was getting 
easier 
National Archives 
keeps about 1% of 
paper generated by 
government 
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Cost per year 
Time 
Paper 
Digital 
The Data Deluge is upon us 
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Sensor’s ability 
to produce data 
outstrips IT’s 
ability to 
process it 
Roles and 
Responsibilities 
What data to keep 
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IDCC15 – London, Feb 9-12 2015 
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http://www.dcc.ac.uk/events/idcc15 
The 10th 
International 
Digital 
Curation 
Conference 
Thanks for your attention 
 
kevin.ashley@ed.ac.uk 
www.dcc.ac.uk 
@kevingashley 
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Some conclusions 
• There are many parallels 
between PSI & research data 
• There are a few differences to 
remember also 
• Some data can cross back and 
forth between the domains 
• So – best not to keep the 
conversations separate 
